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THE PERSECUTIONS IN RUSSIA, &c. 


It is with a deep sense of humiliation, that we see week after 
week roll on, and still nothing done to manifest sympathy with 
our unhappy brethren in the east of Europe. Our columns, it 
is true, are appealed to; but what can they do amid the frozen 
barrier which hems us in! What can they effect, unless some 
dispensation, vouchsafed in mercy, shall threaten the ease which 
has engendered all this apathy, shall arouse us from our selfish- 
ness while the danger is still remote! ‘The ‘t improbability”’ 
of the Russian Emperor’s being serious in his intention to ex- 
ecute this fearful iniquity, is the sole reason assigned by those 
whose position might make them leaders among the English 
Jews, (alas! that we have still no real Ieader,) for doing lite- 
rally nothing in this sad emergency. Our English spirit is also 
somewhat rebuked, that our countrymen, so chivalrous in de. 
fence of the classic Greek, so noble in generosity towards the 
degraded Negro, should remain not only passive, but even 
silent, while scriptural Israel.is trodden down by professing 
Christians! Let us not be misunderstood ; we do not ask that 
the sword be drawn, as in the case of Greece ; nor are we sup- 
pliants for the price of freedom, as were the Africans; but we 
do demand wherefore the philanthropist, whose heart yearns 
to the sufferer, whoever and wherever he be,—wherefore the 
Christian, who owes to the Jews, (‘‘ my witnesses saith the 
Lord,”) the hope that is within him,—have not summoned 
others around them, either solemnly to declare their convic- 
tions, and to memorialize the powers or the people which op- 
Eo that ancient race, (as was effectively done by public 

odies, and other popular assemblies in the Damascus case,) or, 
at least to exhibit a willingness so to do; a disposition to make 
some demonstration which may assure the fainting hearts of 
the sufferers’ kindred, and even urge the timid and the hesi- 
tating to action, in reliance on the sympathy which will hail 

em onwards in the path of duty,—on the moral support of 
the British people, ready to be accorded when fallen back 
upon ? 
_ Now let us suppose for the sake of argument, that all this 
incertitude and agitation may at some distant date prove to be 
the result of exaggeration ;—that the ukase of the 3rd of 

ay, (a copy of it is in London,) is merely suspended over 
the terrified Poles in terrorem;—that the councils of the 
Autocrat may be only simulating all this severity, in order to 
accomplish some custom-house policy in the pending treaties 
with contiguous states. Supposing all these speculations to be 
realities ; is the statesman not demented who disregards the 
moral, the social, nay, even the political bearings of such expedi- 
ents for driving a good bargain? Is it not equivalent to holding 
a knife to the throat of some prostrate being, for whose safety 

© Opposite negociator’s sympathies may be worked upon with 
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effect? And even then, or in any other view of the case 
which can be rationally imagined, what possible injury to the 
unhappy victim of this cruel policy, or to any one else, can 
result from the measured and seasonable expression of sympathy, 
the temperate exposition of sound principles, or the respectful 
petition for clemency and justice? None of these, certainly, 
could drive even a half civilized power to desperation ;*—and 
if it did; have we not the assurance, (vide the evidence in our 
former numbers,) that a wholesale butchery, unlikely as it is, 
would be mercy itself, compared with the horrors of expulsion 
in the manner proposed? Let us again suppose that,—after a 
great sensation shall have been produced, and civilized Europe 
have been moved to testify to the duties of humanity, or even to 
protest against the abuse of power,—the whole prove to have 
been a false alarm. What then; is Europe stultified, (looking 
at what Autocratic power has done, and might do again) ?—are 
the Jews, in so many other regions the victims of special miscon- 
ceptions and reviving persecutions, one lota the worse off, if the 
elements collected in this hour of great apparent urgency, re- 
main available auxiliaries to Israel free, for the vindication, the 
aid, or even the consolation of Israel oppressed, in the distant 
places of his ordained dispersion ? | 

We noted, in arecent number, that the Autocrat and his im- 


mediate court, were peculiarly sensitive to European opinion;— 


—the present employment of literary men to rebut imputa- 
tions advanced in the work of the res de Custine, is at 
once an exemplification of the fact, and an encouragement 
to evoke the solemn expression of that opinion in_ behalf 
of hundreds of thousands of these unfortunate sons of Abraham. 
It is but too confirmatory of the worst complexion Riven to 
Russian policy towards the Jews, that the like is traceable also, 
where Russian influence prevails ; as witness the following :— 
‘* The loss. Gazette’ contains the following from Bucharest, 
January 3.—* Measures are beginning to be taken in Moldavia 
and Wallachia, against the increase of the Jews. A list has 
been drawn up of all those who cannot furnish proof of their 
means of existence, with a view to transport them beyond the 
frontiers. In Moldavia, where there are a greater number of 
Israelites, an ordonnance has been published to remove them 
from the principal roads, They are not allowed to take on a 
lease, houses situated along these roads, and the agreements 
made before the publication of the ordonnance, are to be in 
force for only three years. The houses now in construction, 
can be inhabited only by Christians, and in case of sale, it 1s 


* It was the virulence of invective, and the insult of empty threats, 
which proved unavailing “‘ sympathy” for unhappy Poland. Our pri- 
mary complaint is against local and subordinate misrule ; our appeal is 
not to the angry passions of foreigners, but to the Emperor’s own sense 
of justice, perverted by evil councils. 
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only Christians who can purchase them. No Jew can take a 
Christian into his service, and all who do not exercise some 
regular calling, and who cannot prove that they possess a for- 
tune of five thousand piastres, will be treated as vagabonds.” 

In the Orient it is stated, that many of the hapless Polish 
Jews doomed to exile, intend to apply for leave to emigrate to 
Turkey, and Asia minor, since these countries now afford more 
security to a Jew than Russia does. 

The following extract from the 4l/gem. Zeit. des Jud. might 
have afforded some ground of hope :— 


End of December, (From a private Correspondent.)—The whole of the 
congregations which are to be removed by the ukase, have addressed a 
petition to the Emperor, in which they voluntarily pledge themselves to 
suppress all dealing in smuggled goods among them, if only permitted to 
remain in their present homes. Much is expected from this step, which 
really meets all that can be required. 


Alas! that this expectation should be destroyed by the fol- 
lowing, dated a full month later :— 


‘arsaw, 22nd January.—An Imperial ukase has been received in 
Lithuania, directing the authorities of towns and other localities inhabited 
by Jews, to transport those unhappy persons, amounting to 36,000 families, 
to a distance of twelve leagues from their several actual places of residence. 
This cruel ukase was further to receive its execution before the 18th 
instant, so that, at a moderate estimate, 150,000 persons of both sexes, 
and of all ages and conditions, aré at this moment, in the midst of all the 
rigours of a Lithuanian winter, expelled their houses, and forced to seek 
a resting-place in strange countries, and not merely among strangers, but 
among people predisposed to view them as outcasts, and objects for extor- 
tion, persecution, and violence. 

Sacrificing a great principle in order to protect a suffering race, Europe 
interfered between the Greeks and their butchers. Here is a case for 
intervention not less urgent. © Will the Christian powers of Europe remain 
silent and inactive in the presence of such horr..rs ?— Times. 


_ From the Courrier Frangais.—The Emperor Nicholas, when he displays 

such severity, is merely a custom-house officer in a rage. * * ® A 
letter from Warsaw, published in The Times, appeals to the intervention 
of Europe between a suffering race and its persecutor; and we would 
willingly express the same wish if we were not convinced, that the Euro- 
pean concert is compelled to suffer the strong to act as they please, and 
that, except on questions where personal interest is concerned, the Chris- 
tian confederation is deficient in that evangelical charity which protects 
the weak, assists the distressed, and defends the principles of equity. 


The Britannia says upon the foregoing :— 


We think that our Christian Societies, for extending charity and 
instruction to the Jews are called on, at least, to demonstrate that they 
take a humane interest in the fate of the Israelite. Without going too 
deeply into opinions, there can be no possible doubt, that evil to the 
Jewish people is pronounced to be crime to the perpetrator. That “‘ they 
shall prosper that love thee,’”’ is an exhortation to protect the families of 
the chosen race, and the Scriptures distinctly pronounce that the time 
shall come, when their injuries shall meet with awful retaliation.—Bri- 


tannia. 

Recalling what the Times, the Morning Herald, and other 
powerful organs of popular opinion have already declared upon 
this awful emergency, we cannot bring ourselves to think that 
their appeals will continue to be made in vain.—May God 


raise up aid to the oppressed in this their hour of need, and may 
it be vouchsafed speedily !* | 


HEBREW MELODIES. 

It frequently occurs, that after having known a person for 
years, after having had, during the pas 4 of our acquaintance- 
ship, various opportunities for observing the lights and shadows 
of his character—as called prominently forward by the circum- 
stances of every day life, by hope, by fear, by anxiety, b 
fruition,—that we are still ignorant of all the ‘traits which 
distinctly particularize that individual. But let us see the 
portrait of this friend, painted by an artist whose acute percep- 


* Christians will find a startling picture of the Russian power, as 
traced by a pious and powerful writer of their creed, in the prophecies, and 
in the predictions of their own scriptures. Vide “ The Touchstone of 
History,” in the Christian Lady’s Magazine for this month. 

Among the letters addressed to us on this painfnl subject, is one bit- 
terly reproaching the passiveness of the Board of Deputies ;—another, 
signed *‘ A Vuice from Russian Poland,’’ urges that the expatriated from 
Russia be transported to their own land (Palestine) which waits for them, 
and where is room for them all :—and another, from Mr. M. Solomons, of 
Amsterdam, is dated from Brussels, and declares, on the authority of certain 
Polish military refugees, that the object of Russia is to increase her 


military colonies, in order to be able to bring an overwhelming force 
against British India. 
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tion, penetrating and conceiving the inner self, has distinguisheg 
between the accidental and the material, between the access, 
and the characteristic, the affected and the natural, the momenta 
and the essential :—let us regard his portrait, after his features 
during their passage from the eye of the artist to his pencil, 
have undergone the process of classification and transfigura. 
tion. How strange will it appear! It is the same person, anq 
even the same traits, but how set off! We at once discover 
those marking features which previously, and amid the multitude 
of accidentals, had escaped our attention. 

Transferring to sounds, what I have stated concerning colors, 
I doubt not that many Jews, on hearin? the recent exemplifica. 
tion of Hebrew Melodies, will have found in them a picture of 
the kind just described. 

Familiar as was the ear with those tones, many doubtless be. 
came impressed with more distinct ideas of their character, when 
divested, by the skill of Messrs. Leo and Phillips, of that tinsel 
and garnish with which the caprice or want of taste of many a 
Chasan had disguised them. Presented in their characteristic 
beauty, Israel's melodies become indeed interesting, for they are 
characteristic of Israel’s self: they harmonise with his unpa- 
ralleled fate, with his sad and solemn history, with his mighty 
woe, with that deep-rooted, but subdued hope which his breast 
harbours; with all those feelings that are mirrored in the 
melancholy, the furrowed, and yet animated features of the 
restless Jew. They are characteristic of Israel, because their 
piteous and yet stirring strains, their plaintive and yet hopeful 
accents, their sorrowful and yet not despairing tones, waft on 
their sable wings the tale of all that agitates Israel; of all that 
he has endured and enjoyed, of that which he fears, or hopes, or 
anticipates. ‘* Thus indeed might Israel vent his feelings!” 
—would be the exclamation of a Gentile, whose ear had never 
before been struck by a Jewish melody, but who is otherwise 
well acquainted with all that refers to the nation. These 
melodies are beautiful, as is every thing that harmonises well. 
And what has Judaism to do with those gaudy sounds, those peal- 
ing tones, those captivating and intoxicating strains which re- 
echo in certain cathedrals, where a convenient interpretation of 
religion not only affords possession of this world, but promises 
to secure that to come! Again, what has Judaism to do with the 
whining, desponding, and mere mercy-imploring strains of 
that stern church, which finds this world but a vale of misery; 
whose God, like the fatum of old, is inexorable, and which 
would seek to elevate the Deity by reducing his chief creation, 
man, to nothing! Judaism, is as distinct from the one as from 
the other; and it cannot engraft anything from either on itself 
without being disfigured thereby, without giving up its indepen- 
dence, without producing something similar to that mélange so 
masterly described by Horace. Our Chasanim, theretore, ought 
to be careful in their sacred compositions, lest the beautiful 
type of the original be effaced, and something incoherent and 
injurious to’ the sacred feeling they are intended to foster, be 
produced. Thus far on Hebrew melodies in general ; but as 
these purported, even in the words to which they are adapted, 
to be characteristic, and as they are also accompanied by an 
historical introduction and anecdotes, these particulars likewise 
deserve a separate notice. 

Though I willingly admit that the music of the Jews is as old 
as their nationality, and that their present sacred melodies bear 
the impress of their ancient strains, yet I connot agree with 
Mr, Phillips, as to the antiquity of the signs. 1 am well aware, 
that several eminent Hebrew scholars have contended for their 
being coeval with the words of the sacred text themselves; yet 
I think criticism has pretty satisfactorily refuted this assertion. 
This is not, however, the place to discuss the point, but l think 
the Hebrew scholar will contest the high antiquity ascribed to 
these signs, when I remind him of the opinion generally 
received among the Jews, according to which the ancient 
Hebrew alphabet was changed by Ezra for the one now 1 
use ;*—that these signs are not distinctly mentioned in 4"y 
duly authenticated work contemporary with the Talmud et 


* This question is treated in Moir Inayim, and in Mendelssohn 5 
preface to his translation of the Pentateuch; where also will be foun 
the necessary references to the Talmudic books. | 
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the equivalent of the same sign varies according to the book in 
which it is used ;—that the translations and readings, both of 
ancient and modern Hebraists, often disagree with the import of 
these signs, (they being merely a kind of interpunctuation ;)— 
that this is done with little scruple, whilst the Jewish inter- 

reter would hardly venture to forsake his masoretic guide in 
the vowel points and in other particulars ;—and that, moreover, 
they are never found in the Pentateuch scrolls used in syna- 

ogue service. But in disputing the antiquity of these signs,* 
i do not mean to say that the ancient Hebrews did not sing the 
law; on the contrary, analogy with other ancient customs, some 

Talmudic passages, and the circumstance that melody is a 
| powerful auxiliary to learning by heart, convince me of the 
antiquity of this custom. We know, that the laws of Minos, 
of Crete, and of Solon, were sung in the schools. We read in 
treatise Megilla, 316, that R. Jochanan said, x53 

We see how easily infants learn even the multiplication table 
by heart, provided it be recited with tune. Such a desire to 
inculeate the word of God on the mind of a pupil, must have 
been still more lively at the time when printing had not yet 
rendered so easy an access to copies of the law. Moreover, 
we know that the ancient languages in general, were spoken 
more slowly and gravely, and witha kind of intonation. I recol- 
lect also, that Mr. Phillips mentioned Moses Mendelssohn among 
the writers on Hebrew music. ‘This appears to me to be an 
error; for so far as I know, he wrote only on poetry. Perhaps 
Mr. P. alluded to the introduction to the Psalms translated by 
Mendelssohn; but this, in which music is treated, was written 
by Lowe, commonly called Brill. There exists a Hebrew work 
wherein this subject is treated, (coma3n ‘odw), which however, 
I do not recollect to have heard mentioned by the speaker. 

I confess to have felt hurt by the announcement, “ song 
of the dying.” Though I have frequently stood by the bedside 
of the expiring Israelite, and heard the faint whispering of the— 
“ Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one,”’ and the 
pares offered up by the bystanders, yet I never recollect to 

ave heard any song, unless we so call a certain intonation, 
adapting itself to the sentiments conveyed by the prayer or 
confession of faith known by the name of 53». Why in- 
duce the Gentile hearer to believe that the Jews sing to a 
dying co-religionist ? | 

_ Certain anecdotes which I heard given, were probably 
invented to suit the songs they preceded. Information on this 
head would be desirable; and in case they have an historical 
foundation, I think it should be pointed out. At all events, 
I think suitable anecdotes with historical bases might be found 
in the rich storehouse of the Talmuds and Medrashim. The 
_ fear of the Moabites would, I think, have been better adapted 
both in aneedote and words, to Judges V. A Jewish rink 
Lied, ap 
the words rather enjoined temperance.) If, however, it is to 
be introduced, it would be better in connection with Purwn, 
when festivity, mirth and wine, are approved in the Talmud ; 

esides which, we find several Hebrew songs of a festive 
character, composed at a later period for that occasion, a para- 
phrase or translation of which would approximate the whole to 
the truth. I further regret, that the melody of 722 DN was 
hot adapted to the original song, which might very readily be 
paraphrased if not translated. 

I should be exceedingly sorry if these remarks, made in the 
best Spirit, and not intended to detract aught from the merit 
of Messrs, Phillips and Leo, be regarded in any other light 

n that in which they are written; for after all, they bear only 
on accidentals, and are individual opinions from which another 
person may differ; hance veniam petimusque damusque vicissim. 

0 the contrary, I wish and hope that the above named gentle- 
men may continue in the walk which they have so successfully 
struck out. I trust that the public will encourage them sufh- 


This may ° f th 
perhaps be a fit opportunity to venture a derivation of the 
word trop, by which the Jews Woadsatty designate the accents. ‘* To 


read with the trop,’’ means to read with the proper intonation. Might not 


Hh therefore, be derived from the Greek tpozos,mode, turning, (tperw) 
called by way of preference | 
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ears to me quite unnatural; (indeed, the sentiment of 
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ciently to enable the m to present us with another series; when, 
I hope, they will not fail to introduce those more quiet, but 
certainly not less interesting strains, which resound every 
Sabbath in the houses of many Israelites; such for instance, as 
spin? emp pa wen we: and the 
like. —— A. B. 
DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION BX*QSWS 
EXODUS xxi. to xxv. 

It will not be necessary here to demonstrate the utility of 
restrictive laws: there are always members of every community, 
on whom it Is requisite to enforce obedience to those moral 
and religious principles which, in other bosoms, take root spon- 
taneously, There are ever individuals, (such is the perverse 
nature of humanity,) in whom the body predominates over the 
mind, and who consequently sacrifice the cultivation of the 
latter to the enjoyments of the former; ‘‘ people laden with 
iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children that are corrupters,”’ as 
says the prophet Isaiah. But while there can be no question 
as to the utility of such enactments as | have just mentioned, 
there arises serious cause for reflection when the nature of 
punishment comes under consideration. To punish the sinner, 
as Is but too often the case, by associating him with others 
equally if not more vicious, and to shut against him the doors 
of the respectable in society, is surely no way to check crime, 
although it may and doubtless will, stifle repentance. The 
human regulation, as regards the criminal, seems to be, $33. yy 
13 55 4 ‘“* his hand against every man, and every man’s hand 
against him;” let a man but once fall from the heights of his 
integrity into the vortex of sin, and he is in this world, lost :— 
to know him thereafter, is to be almost equally culpable. | And 
thus acts humanity! with the dicta of God everywhere opposed 


to such conduct, the precepts of Him who * delights not in 


the death of the wicked,” and whose ** hand is ever open to 
receive the penitent.” The laws of Heaven, while they in no 
way foster sin, do nevertheless not shut the door against repen- 
tance. Indeed, on examining closely into the criminal laws 
laid down in the portion before us, it will be found, that their 
great aim is (except in extreme cases), to amend the sinner, 
not merely punishing him for past errors, but wooing him from 
them in the future; to chastise justly, but not harshly; to single 
out the guilty individual as an example to deter others—but in 
no case to hold him up to scorn or shame, beyond the imme- 
diate disgrace of the punishment itself. By the just system of 
God's legislation, the evil deed itself is the proper cause for blush- 
ing—not the mere discovery and its consequent disgrace. He 
who does not fear to do wrong, will scarcely fail to defend it— 
especially if by the treatment of mankind, he be taught, in his 
self-love, to think himself a martyr: but he who can be 
brought to blush for his misdeed, will cheerfully submit to the 
penalty he has incurred, and become the purer from baving 
passed through the fire. Mercy, therefore, should be the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of all legislation, accompanied by 
inducements to return, and not to persist in wrong. ‘That this 
principle is carried out in the code before us, will become still 
further evident on an examination of those precepts (not being 
criminal), laid down for man’s self-government. The laws re- 
lating to servants, while they are particularly favorable to the 
domestic, are not unfair to the master. ‘The feeling of self- 
dependence is encouraged, and the love of liberty, that should 
flourish in every bosom, is enjoined and promoted, The 
particular and oft-repeated injunctions to protect the widow 
and the orphan, evince the paternal spirit in which these enact- 
ments are conceived; ‘* Thou shalt not vex a stranger nor 
oppress him, for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt,” con- 
jure up so vividly the memory of taskmasters and hard 
bondage, as to be well calculated to awaken sympathy and en- 
gender kindness. Thou shalt not raise a false ** thou 
shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; “ thou shalt not coun- 
tenance a poor man in his cause ;”* are ordinances directed not 
against crime, but to ensure the prevention of it ;—the true aim 


* Other laws favoring patriotism, charity, and religion, are necessarily 
omitted for want of space. Little reflection, however, is necessary to 
show their applicability to the general principles laid down. 
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of love, and the real interest of humanity. Enough has been 
said to establish the great fact ;—that the perfection of wisdom 
has developed itself in the enactments of the Jewish code; and 
that before the well-being of any state can be secured, its legis- 
lation must be modelled upon these Divine institutions. That 
mankind has tacitly acknowledged this axiom, will be apparent 
on investigating the various civil codes now in existence. It 
will be found, that the higher a nation has progressed in the 
scale of moral and intellectual excellence, and of social happi- 
ness, so much the more nearly have its laws been assimilated 
to ours: and on the contrary, those states, in which the right 
of might is the prime lever of the machinery of government, 
those, in which the happiness of the many is only a considera- 
tion when it involves the safety of the few, or in which there pre- 
vails, in consequence of the constrained ignorance of the mul- 
titude, neither real security nor happiness, are those whose 
laws are based on principles most opposed to ours. 

The duty therefore of an Israelite is clear. While his obe- 
dience to the Divine law will be, in its own words,—his greatest 
wisdom in the sight of the Gentiles; while that obedience 1s 
ruled for Israel’s happiness within, so is it ultimately destined, 
by inducing imitation from without, to effectuate that perfection 
of human felicity here below, for which the Almighty vouch- 
safed to render us ‘‘a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The Chief Rabbi.—A very large meeting of the legislative 
body of the Great Synagogue, Duke’s Place, assembled in their 
vestry room on Sunday last, and agreed unanimously to the 
needful alterations of the laws, as already explained. They 
then proceeded to the election of eight representatives to meet 
those of the other synagogues, with full powers to prosecute 
this important business to a speedy termination. By a singular 
coincidence, the same eight gentlemen that were sent to the first 


conference in February of last year, obtained again a majority of | 
votes ; thus confirming the mark of confidence exhibited in their 


original selection. It is expected that the other London con- 
-gregations will, without delay, elect their respective represen- 
tatives, as prescribed by clause 7 of the resolutions reported 
on p. 121. of our vol. 2. 

The Wongregation of Sephardim, in Bevis Marks, is the only 
one recognised synagogue, which is not a party to these im- 
portant measures. Sooner or later this anomalous position must 
prove untenable, as we think is now perceived by even a larger 
number of its members than voted for the union, for all common 
purposes, last year. The impossibility of that separate Syna- 
gogue’s supporting, with adequate dignity, a Chief Rabbi such as 
these critical times require, has been proved too lately to need a 
laboured comment. All now agree, that a Spiritual Guide, able 
to command veneration for his functions, and wise to exercise 
power, is the great desideratum of the Anglo-Jewish communi- 
ties; how admirable then, will it be, when the most ancient and 
interesting of those communities, shall prove itself superior to 
that unworthy jealousy which the ee voice ascribes as the 
ground of its isolation, and shall frankly assume its true position, 
in the van of what is certainly the most important movement 
of our times, as it also offers the best guarantee for the future 
peace of Israel. : 

Liberality of sentiment towards the Jews.—This feeling was 
displayed by Sir Robert Peel, in his place in Parliament, on the 
oth instant, (vide the Chronicle’s report of the debates.) 
Having occasion to express his great auticipations from the 
now established success of the Atmospheric railway, the Prime 
minister used the opportunity to pass a compliment on Messrs. 
Samuda, the engineers, to whose skill and enterprise the result 
is mainly due. His special allusion to them as Jews, was 
made with a delicacy which betokened a cheerfulness in 
testifying to the talents of our nation, when allowed scope for 
their exercise. It may be mentioned to the credit of Messrs. 
S., that when they found Sir Robert had ascribed to their 
gg more than could justly be claimed, they deprecated (in 
the Times,) any such disparagement of their co-patentee, Mr. 
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application, on the 


Clegg. Now that this great principle of railway motive-powo; 
is on the eve of universal recognition, it gives us pleasure to 
allude to the fact, that its struggles towards success have beer 
fostered by Jewish enterprise, and also, that when monieg 
supporters became necessary recently, to enable it to grapple with 
the powerful prepossessions of established companies, it was the 
first financial house among the Jews, which responded to the cal] 
and on national grounds. This is as it should be; such an ex. 
ample will command imitators, and we are proud to render to 
it the humble testimony of our admiration. 

This is a fitting head, under which to notice the excellent 
spirit of our contemporary of the Atheneum. The European 
reputation of that learned periodical, gives additional value to 
the zeal with which it notes and records every incident creditab]e 
to the scientific capabilities of the Jews. By the way, (probably 
because of the remains of ancient prejudice against the title 
“ Jew”,) the dthenwum calls us “ Hebrews.” The following 
are extracts from its last number. 

We are in the habit of recording, from time to time, such proceedings, 
whether at home or abroad, as come under our observation, seeming to 
connect themselves with our own more especial objects, as evidences of 
the expanding intelligence of the time, or agents in the cause of progress, 
Two recent facts of this character, amongst our German neighbours, ap- 
pear deserving of notice. ‘The first is the formation of a society, projected _ 
by Herr Biederman, professor of Roman Law at the Royal University of 
Leipsic, whose object is the obtaining by legal means, the complete eman- 
cipation of the Hebrews in all the states composing the Germanic Con: 
federation. The Society already reckons 182 members, more than two 
thirds of whom are Christians. 

Franck, professor of philosophy, in the College Charlemagne, author of 
La Kabale, and a Hebrew, has been elected a member of the Academy of 


Moral and Political Sciences, in the room of M. De Gerando, deceased.— 
Atheneum. 


Hospital and Industrial Schools for Jerusalem.—To the 
proposition (in our last number), for a collection in aid of these 
objects, we have already received two or three valuable re- 
sponses. One, is an offer to give, if the rest of the funds 
needful for an endowment be subscribed, one thousand pounds 
thereto. We are not warranted in publishing the name of our 
correspondent, without his permission; but we venture to 
pronounce this munificent offer as good as a payment, provided 
only, that others who ‘‘ remember Zion,” will assist the work 
earnestly. | 

The Police Court of Worship Street, as we learn from the 
Times, of the 8th February, was the scene of an extraordinary 

receding day. Mr. Oppenheim, the zealous 
Secretary of the Duke's Place Synagogue, applied on behalf of a 
poor Pole—who, with his wife and- children had been prevailed 
upon to profess Christianity, at the Institution for supporting 
perverted Jews, at Bethnal Green, but who had subsequently 
recanted and become a penitent,—for his two children, detained 
as inmates against the wish of both parents, in order to be 
trained as Christians, The managers of the Institution, refuse 
to render up the boys at the demand of their natural and legal 
protectors, except by the mandate of the law! The sitting 
Magistrate declined to interfere, and suggested an application 
to the Judges for a writ of habeas corpus. Notwithstanding 
the expense thus entailed, we can scarcely think the parents 
will be abandoned to a fruitless remorse at having sacrificed 
their children to their necessities. Their contrition is deemed 
sincere by many, who have observed how severely its sincerity 
has been, and still is, tested. There is, it cannot be denied, a 
strong prejudice amongst the Jews, against these penitent sim- 
ulators of ‘ faith in Jesus’; and we are perhaps not without 
our share of it; for we did not publish the complaints he ad- 
dressed to us against this literal imprisonment of his children. 
Still, for the sake of the eternal welfare of those involved, we 
do hope that his past hypocrisy will not steel the hearts of 
benevolent Jews towards the flagrant iniquity of this power 
Society. Nay, should even the well-drilled children, (whom 
the Synagogue officer was not allowed even to see,) have their 
Gentilized lessons by rote, it will yet not be justifiable to aban- 
don them ; for we ourselves can at this moment point to a Tes 
pectable and pious Jewess, who was trepanned in her girlh , 
for “conversion,” and who at first even resisted the claim © 
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her widowed mother to resume charge of her, but who now praises 
God every day for her rescue, and invokes His blessing on 
those instrumental to its accomplishment. There is a rumour 
current, of some pecuniary contract to which the signature of 
the father was obtained at the Converts’ Institution, and which 
he is asked to liquidate as the price of his children’s freedom! 


We scarcely think, for the credit of the Christian church, that 
this rumour can be well founded. 


Birmingham.—Dr. Raphall has been delivering a course of 
lectures on sacred poetry, at the Philosophical Institution, with 
great success; as we learn from a file of the local papers sent 
to our office. It will give us pleasure to afford our readers 

roof of this, from the interesting abstracts of various lectures 
found in those papers, if we can find room for them; but, in 
doubt of being able to do so, we prepare this paragraph ; our 
regret at the uncertainty being somewhat lessened by the hope 
held out by the editor of Aris’s Gazette, that the Rev. lecturer 
will publish his lectures at no distant day. 


Civil Disabilities of British Lorn Jews.—The Town Council 
of the Borough of Portsmouth, has taken the lead this session ; 
originating a petition to each House of Parliament, of which the 
following is a copy, as moved by the ex-mayor:— 


“To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. | 

“The humble Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Portsmouth. 

Sheweth,— 

“ That actuated by the approved and enlightened principles of civil and 
religious liberty, which acknowledging the rights of concience, lead us to 
entertain a due respect for the faith of those who differ from us; and 
which the doctrines and precepts of Christianity forcibly inculcate ; your 
Petitioners have from time to time, and on various occasions addressed 
your Honourable House in behalf of a class of Her Majesty’s subjects en- 
titled to the consideration of the Legislature, namely the ‘‘ British born 
Jews,” 

“ That the course and judicious policy which has been pursued in Legis- 
lation. by removing civil disabilities affecting Catholics and Dissenters, 
but which not being extended to the Jews is not only unjust to the latter, 
but adverse to the spirit of the age, and calculated to aggrieve and degrade 
those who have the same claim to civil rights as others. 

“ Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honourable House will be 
pleased to take the premises into consideration, and by such means as may 
be necessary, to confer on every British born Jew, the civil and municipal 
immunities to which he is entitled in common with all others of Her 
Majesty’s faithful subjects. 

‘ And as in duty bound your Petitioners will ever pray.” 


The still increasing demands upon our limited space, compel 
us unwillingly to abridge the report of the proceedings, as 
given by Zhe Hants Independent, of the 10th instant. We 
copy only such passages as bear upon the merits of the main 
for there was another question raised :—the expe- 

lency of discussing political questions in municipal councils. 
Upon that point there was a division, the*petition having been 
adopted by twenty-four against five votes. It will be noted, 
that there was no opposition to the abstract principle as it 
affected the Jews. The testimony thus cheerfully offered to 
the Jewish character, and to the claims of those who bear it, is 
alike honorable to the public body, and to its townsmen of our 
own faith; it is moreover, so expressive in every sense, as to 
render further comment on our part quite supererogatory. 


Mr. Hoskins said—I do most cordially support the proposition which 
as been made for the presentation of another petition to Parliament, 
claiming for our fellow-citizens of the Hebrew persuasion those civil and 
religious liberties which we ourselves enjoy. (Hear.) Those liberties 
Were well-nigh secured to them in the last session of Parliament, and I 
think it requires but one slight effort more to secure for them those privi- 
leges to which their station in society, their loyalty to the Crown, and the 
way in which they have always discharged the duties, and borne the 
urthens of citizenship, entitle them. (Cheers.) 

t. Alderman Bilton said—This is not a political question, Mr. Mayor 
py gentlemen. It isa Christian question—it is a question whether you, 
*s Christian men, will do unto others as you would have others do unto 
108 (cheers, ) It is a question on which, on the mover of the amendment’s 
Pri showing, you shall discard all considerations except that of seeking 
pr Justice to be done to your fellow citizens. As I have already stated, 
: ‘S 18 a cause of Christianity and humanity; it is a duty we owe to our 

eighbour, Christianity may not embrace all creeds; but what if my 
heighbour mistakes his prophet, or does not read the Scriptures as I do? 
m I, therefore, to cut him off from the rights of citizenship, and pass by 
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and see any act of tyranny which may degrade him, without striving to 
get itremoved? If I see a fellow citizen, even if he be a Jew, conducting 
himself as a citizen, a father, a husband, and a friend, as he ought to do, 
on what principle can I withhold from him, or be silent, when he asks of 
me—differing as widely as I may do from him in creed—to use what in- 
fluence I may possess, and to endeavour to influence others, to get con- 
ferred on him those rights of citizenship, which I am now advocating for 
the British-born Jew (cheers.) 

Mr. Stigant said—I have considerable pleasure in supporting the amend- 
ment of Mr. Owen. Political discussions in the Town Council will never 
benefit the inhabitants of this borough. It is much more befitting us to 
confine ourselves to the consideration of the finances of the borough, and 
endeavour to lessen the quarterly rates by reducing the expenses. I feel 
as warmly for the Jews as any one. They demand from a Christian 
nation every respect. They are the most ancient nation in the world; 
they have maintained the principle of their establishment as the beloved 
people of their Maker, and though now scattered over the earth, they are 
yet to be a distinct people. for which they all look forward, and which 
forms the subject of prayer whenever they meet at their different places of 
worship. There have been many objections given to their admission to 
those privileges; others may not consider them tangible, and I am not 
aware that it is at all a party question. | 

M. Law said—If on general political questions it is not right for the 
Council to interfere, I think we are bound to do so on the motion of Mr. 
Alderman Howard. I have on different occasions supported a similar 
proposition, and one ground why I do so is this;—we have residing 
amongst us a large number of Hebrews. ‘Their residence amongst us en- 
ables us to judge of the mode in which they conduct themselves as inha- 
bitants of the town, and in what way they bear the burthens of citizen- 
ship. We know that in this town they are—especially the more wealthy 
among them—particularly considerate in supporting their poorer brethren ; 
they never make any demand on the parochial rates, though they con- 
tribute towards them; and we also know that on any oceasion when plans 
are proposed for the improvement of the town, they are to be always 
found, joining heart. and hand in carrying them into effect. There are 
many towns in the kingdom where Jews are almost unknown, except from 
an occasional wayfarer; therefore the inhabitants of those towns are quite 
unable to judge of their manners and habits, and we are bound to take up 
the question in this borough to show how our experience has led us to 
view it, and to set an example to the rest of the kingdom that may influ- 
ence the legislature to grant the prayer of this petition, and that the Jews 
may be placed in the possession of the rights of citizenship. If no poli- 
tical questions are to be introduced amongst us, this question has a claim 
to be considered, on the principle I have laid down, because other parts 
of the kingdom may not know how the Jews generally conduct them- 
selves, so well as we do, who are inhabitants of this borough where so 
many of them reside. 


The Charity Ball in aid of the Society for relief of the Jew- 
ish Blind, (vide advertisement) promises to be a brilliant affair. 
The donation lists are already large; one benevolent gentleman 
has given £50, | 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 

Jamaica, 24th Dec.—The asssistant minister of the German 
Synagogue, (Mr. Issachar,) has arrived, and been received with 
every possible mark of respect by his congregation. On the 
day following his disembarkation, the vestry was convened, 
arid Mr. I., having been. suitably addressed by the presiding 
officer, made a corresponding reply, and was then formally 
inducted into his sacred office. = * 


The new accusation against Eastern Jews.—Constantinople, 
7th Jan.—Under this date, we have seen communications con- 
cerning the legal investigations, now under process at Constan- 
tinople, of the old calumny as recently revived against the 
Jews in the Isle of Marmora. (Vide our No. 63.) The pro- 
gress of the affair had been retarded by the Feast of the Bai- 
ram; but no doubis are entertained of the sary, em08 acquittal 
of the innocent accused. We also learn from the columns of 
our French contemporary, that Sir Stratford Canning is giving 
every aid compatible with the duties of his post ; in which course, 
moreover, he has the cordial sympathies of the French party ; 
as is evident from the excellent tone of the ** Journal de Con- 
stantinople,” in reference to the matter, A strong desire was 
expressed, in our No. 63, that the preventive, rather than the 
simply remedial, system, should be applied, with respect to the 
unhappy prejudices which do certainly prevail among the bi- 
voted Greeks of the Levant, in the matter of the true history 
of, and actual practice at, the Passover supper, (the original of 
the Christian sacrament.) Can it be necessary to revert to the 
subject again, in order to demonstrate how much better would it 
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be to issue well attested and popularly treated publications, in 
the modern Greek and other eastern dialects, so as to work on 
the convictions of the mistaken people, than simply to silence 
them (and that locally only), by special missions, or even judicial 
disproofs of the horrid imputation, in special cases ? 


The Occident.—No. 9, has reached us, through the agent of 
the Rev. Editor; (Mrs. Joel, of Fore Street.) The first article 
is entitled “* Jewish Children under Gentile Teachers ;” and is 
a pertinent exemplification of the evils of that state of things, as 
alluded to by acorrespondent inlast number. ‘The disaffection 
towards J a Bt engendered thereby, is traced to its cause ; 
which is not necessarily a systematic undermining of Jewish 
principles, by clandestine attempts ‘‘ to convert,” (although 
instances of this are cited,) but a neglect of ‘* indifferent” 
parents, to provide their children with that information con- 
cerning the commonest principles of their religion, which might 
preserve their passions from infidelity, or their credulity from 
any, say the most attractive, system of faith, with which they 
may chance to come in contact.—Here is also a sermon on 
‘The immutability and justice of God,” by the Rev. M. N. 
Nathan, of Jamaica; a characteristic illustration of the manner 
resorted to by that eloquent preacher, for operating on the 
feelings of his auditory, using the lesson of the passing time. 

The history of the Charleston Synagogue, (continued, ) is an in- 
structive lesson in the progress of a schism, followed out with a 
high hand:—memorial for rejection of rabbinical authority,— 
English hymns,—abridged ritual ;—rejection without discussion 
or appeal,—constitution of a ‘* Reformed Society of Israelites,’— 
an altered creed, to be construed by each adherent at his option, 
—curtailment of the obligatory code t@ the limits of the ten 
commandments, and—dissolution. And this is—history; the 
terms and their sequence being quoted from the printed record. 

An annual report of “* The Female Hebrew Sewing Society 
of Philadelphia,’’ contains these pertinent passages :— 

We deem it the province of each association to make known the evils, 
mental or moral, of which it becomes cognizant, that means may be de- 
vised to remedy them. In our visiting and ministration, it necessarily 
occurs that much of character and habits are developed to us: in many 
instances it is of a kind to call forth approval and elicit heartfelt sympathy. 
But, alas! there are painful exceptions, painful instances that outward 
poverty is but the result of a demcaned spirit, an absence of the honest 
ee that prefers toil to supplication, and eats the homely crust of in- 

ependenc:, sweetened by the knowledge that they leave to the sick, the 
widow, and the fatherless, the boon that charity so appropriates. 

It may be reckoned among the advantages of this association that the 
youthful maiden is required to perform its most active duties; at the 
season usually devoted to gaiety and amusement, our visiting committee 
may be found in the humble abode of poverty, listening to the tale of 
want and wo; her heart’s best sympathy is thus excited, her energies 
called into existence to devise relief, and it is but a natural result that, 
when in time she takes her stand in society as the head of a family, these 
benign influences have rendered her more qualified for its manifold duties. 


Much intevesting Foreign intelligence is unavoidably post- 
poned, 


Differences among the Conversionists.—\t is certain, that a still 
Jarger and more influential body of Christians, are becoming 
daily more and more alive to the impious and futile character 
of the popular schemes for apostatizing and denationalizing the 
Jews. Ere long, we expect to find even the most prominent 
advocates of a policy so fatal to the spiritual welfare of Chris- 
_tendom, recanting their errors like honest men, and restricting 

their desires to the producing of agreement on that single point, 
which is the legitimate ‘‘ question at issue between Judaism 
and Christianity’”—(vide our essays under that title, and a 
recent pamphict on “* The Controversy of Zion)”—the divinity 
of the Messiah.* 

The employés of the ‘“ London Society” for perverting the 
Jews, have been unable to keep silence under the impeach- 
ment published against them in The Record ; as referred to in 
Jast number. But, although at last dragged from their cover, 
and although the managers of that religious newspaper have ap- 
parently restricted opponents of the society to its advertising 


© We observe, from the columns of The Witness, that the Scotch 


Church itself, is presumed to be inclining towards this narrowing of the 
controversy. 
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columns, (while a free channel is afforded for their so Called 
defence,) no disposition is exhibited to plead openly at the bay 
of public opinion; for the Conversion champion (the Rey. J, ¢. 
Reichardt), is content to fasten on a single point—on which his 
position behind the scenes affords him superior information 
and, snatching a victory on that, he evades all the other imputa. 
tions of his antagonists ! The ecord contains also an im. 
peachment on the religious honesty of a Christian Lady's So. 
ciety, for establishing infant schools and visiting deputations 
among the Jewish poor. Mr. Simpson, as the secretary of that 
Society, appears, on the one side—to prevent the Jews from 
neglecting the distinctive ceremonials of the Mosaic institutions . 
and, on the other—to desire that the friends of the ** London 
Society” (for abolishing those same institutions), should re. 
gard the objects of both Societies as identical! When Mr. 
Simpson has extricated himself from these contradictions, wil] 
he condescend to reconcile whichever principle he shall choose, 
with the widely different professions ascribed to the agents of 
his association, by the poor parents whom they have induced 
to entrust children to them for an education, promised to be in po 
wise anti-Jewish? Is this the same Mr. Simpson, who opened an 
infant school (perhaps in connexion with this said society), in a 
Jewish house in Houndsditch, canvassing for pupils with printed 
cards, bearing the ‘* sanction of the Rev. D. Meldola;”—that 
gentleman’s name being so employed altogether without his 
warrant? Will Mr. Simpson answer this question in the /ecord, 
and at the same time reconcile that and other such expedients 
with any association constituted for religious, or even simply 
moral objects ? 
Fraudulent Collectors for the Relief of ** the Poor Jews.”~ 
We are urged on all sides to denounce certain societies, (** a 
curse are they, and not a blessing’’,) which profess to relieve 
the necessities of several thousand unfortunate Jews, whose 
sufferings it is true have never been greater than at this present 
season, but whose relief is not the real object of those societies ; 
which, as we are assured, is rather to take advantage of destitu- 
tion, in order to tamper with the religious honesty of those 
visited, and induce a simulation of anti-Jewish confession. 
A correspondent, who writes very wittily, points to one of these 
associations by name—The ‘* /’hilo-Jud@an” and gives a very 
forcible illustration of a misconception produced as to the real, 
although covert, objects of the society, (which are * Con- 
versionist,”) by the ‘* sophistication,” and ‘* suppressio veri” 
of their appeal in 7he Times; leading the reader to suppose it 
unconnected with ulterior objects, nay, even acceptable to honest- 
minded Jews! ‘The letter of our correspondent is, however 
pungent, and well suited to the columns of ** uch,” rather too 
light in its style for the sadly serious relation of the subject to 
the Anglo-Jewish press. But we cannot dismiss it without 
reminding our Christian subscribers and readers, that any [ree- 
will offering of theirs—designed bona fide for the ‘ good of 
Israel,’ and not as an unrighteous bribe—may be rendered and 
accepted as a ‘“‘blessing’’, by transmission through our ollice, 
to the legitimate channels for such charitable distributions. _ 
‘This is a fitting head, under which to allude to an article in 
the February number of the Conversionist Magazine, entitled 
‘The Morning Post and the Jews.” It is a very tardy vindi- 
cation of our national character, against the calumnies of the 
Post, so long since as October, or November last. There is much 
in it which might be worth quoting, were it not that the price 
of all these panegyrics is—an interception of the flow of a 
general Christian benevolence towards wan and its diversion 
into spurious channels.—Save us from such friends! 
There is so much of naiveté in the new Missionaries™ reports 
from Syria, that we cannot avoid very brief notes. 


The Rabbi said, “* How are we to know who is right? the Romans say 
they are right; the Greeks say they are right; the Maronites say they ar 
right; and you say you are right. How then can we judge? If Jesus be 
the true Messiah, why do not all those who believe on him agree 12 their 
religion?” IT said, The proper way to judge was to be guided 
words of the Prophet Isaiah,” which I quoted to them in Hebrew, . 
the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, : 
is because there is no light in them.” Let them compare the differen 


* One of them says, he was at first mistaken for Dr. L. Loewe! 
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professions of religion with the Word of God, and see which obeyed his 


ill. 
, Who then will blame the Rabbi for remaining a conformist to 


At Tiberias, the Missionaries’ arguments appeared so incon- 
clusive, that one of them admits :— 


I could not but regret that there were not more missionaries present ; 
for, to tell the truth, we could not possibly answer their questions, as each 
Jew considered he -— better able to defeat our arguments than his 

ighbour. 
wr ndactouiel to maintain that it was impossible for the Jews to reject 
the true Messiah; hence he inferred we must be grossly mistaken. He 
giso advanced the impossibility of a change or abrogation of the Law of 
Moses. His first objection was not very diflicult to answer, as it is fre- 
quently urged by the Jews; the second I answered by interence from 
several passages Of the Scriptures, but expecially from Isaiah xix. 19, 
«In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land 
of Egypt,’ &c., which occurred to me at the moment, and which I con- 
sider the best passage for the purpose. 

What says the ‘* College” at Bethnal Green, for its champion ? 
Is it to be wondered at that ‘‘a report has been spread, that 
some of the books which we distributed at Tiberias, have been 


The Jews expected us to attend the synagogue, both on the day of the 
New Year, and the Day of Atonement, for the purpose of taking AIWNA 
(conversion to Judaism,) we did not like to have the appearance of con- 
firming them in their error, and therefore remained at home. 

We close the book in disgust. And these are the “* reports,”"™* 
which are offered as equivalents for many tens of thousands 
per annum, that ought to be spent in counteracting poverty, 
ignorance, and crime, at our own doors! 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 

Wellington, New Zealand, August.—Mr. Hort, under 
this date, acknowledges receipt of a file of The /’oce of Jacob, 
after an anxious Interval of English arrivals, extending to four 
months. His comments upon the cliaracter and influence of 
our public labours, would in any case be an acceptable testimony 
that they are appreciated ; but the assurance that they do really 
supply a delight-giving link of intelligence between the dispersed 
of Israel, even those most apart, is a gratifying realization of one 
principal object of the Jewish press. Of the Spiritual guidance 
of our communities, Mr. H. says :— _ 

I felt assured, the demise of our late venerable pastor Ayrryy would be- 
wome the occasion of most important deliberation, and conduce to the re- 
solve of our brethren in England, to place their future spiritual govern- 
ment in that high position, which the rank they occupy among other 
nations, and the high moral influence they hold, through the mild and tole- 
rant sway of the British sceptre, over the welfare of their co-religionists 
throughout the known habitable world, (as of late has been so importantly 
tested,) demands of them. Happily, I perceive my impressions have not 
been fallacious; and although separated from the scene of action in per- 
son, my mental eye is constantly on your doings; and my ardent wishes 
uid fervent prayers offered, that the exertions which are at length awak- 
ening Israel from their long apathetic slumber, may be crowned with the 
most complete success, so that they may no longer continue as a flock 
lacking the protecting guidance of a shepherd. 


He then expresses the anxiety with which he is watching the 
home movements towards the end desired; movements, which 
he himself counselled some thirty years back, when the time, 

Owever, was not ripe for their success. | 


I bless Heaven my life has been spared, even from afar to contemplate 
their realization, and to descry in their accomplishment, the dawn of the 
returning love of our Heavenly Father to his erring children. 


After a just tribute to the scientific labours of our continental | 
brethren, under most difficult circumstances, he adds :— | 


The noble self-devotedness and munificent benevolence of Sir Moses 
‘ud Lady Montefiore, must be deeply engraven on the heart’s tablet, not 
my of those of their own creed, but of every-rational and well thinking 

cing. The Lord is with them, and they will prosper in all their ways; 


‘ad their name be transmitted in admiration to posterity, long after they 


‘ One missionary confesses, that he is now stoned by the Moslem boys, 
rs now flattered, (with admitted risk of turning his head,) by their fathers. 
nother literally records even run -away knocks !—of “ Jewish inquirers ?” 
other tells how a criminal sixty years of age was released from prison 
hn baptised, Another, how “a want of sincerity and a desire to 
re some temporal assistance,” lost him a family of converts who 
mis ed Papists, _ Another, how he had been called “a travelling salaried | 
sionary, and a Meshummed (apostate), and a causer of contention.”’ 
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shall, full of years and honours, have passed into a happier existence. 

To your indefatigable industry and perseverance have we likewise a tribute 
of gratitude to discharge; not only in your promulgating and contrast- 
ing all that occurs of interest among our brethren in the various quarters 
of the globe, and thereby rekindling a sympathy calculated to reunite the 
scatterings of Jacob in an indissoluble bead of union, but in exposing the 
fanaticism which has so long wasted countless treasure, in the futile and 
impious attempt to subvert the ordainments of the most High, who has 
emphatically declared, through the prophet Jeremiah— 

‘Thus saith the Lord who giveth the sun fora light by day, and the 
ordinances of the moon and stars for a light by night, who tranquilliseth 
the sea when the mighty billows thereof roar, the Lord of Hosts is his 
name:—If these ordinances depart from before me saith the Lord, then 
the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.”’ 

I sincerely congratulate you, and all associates with you in the good 


cause, 

We should certainly have struck out this panegyric upon our 
own policy, were it not that some subscribers, for whose good 
opinion we have a high respect, have doubted the expediency 
of interfering to dissuade fanatic Gentiles from squandering 
their wealth in efforts to denationalize Israel. Mr. Hort’s 
experience well qualifies him to pass a judgment. 


The Board of Deputies of British Jews. 

Mr. Editor,—When the Deputies of the British Jews were 
elected, no public organ existed in which their proceedings 
could be published, except at their own expense; it is not 
therefore to be wondered at that very little is known, either 
of their constitution or legislation: the latter is no doubt use- 
ful, and influenced by a desire to benefit their constituents— 
the Jewish body; but, as all secret societies are subject to be 
misrepresented, I would suggest the propriety of their delibera- 
tions being conducted with some degree of publicity, and a 
summary of them appearing from time to time in the ** Voice 
of Jacob.’ That course would save the Deputies from many 
reproachful observations to which they are now subjected, from 
an ignorance of what they have done, or rather left undone; 
and give the public a clue to what appears mysterious, and 
tends to cast a slur upon their acts and motives. The members 
of the Board of Deputies will no doubt explain, when they 
meet their constituents, their present apparent apathy; its 
causes, and every other question that can and should be 
mooted, I feel satisfied will receive (as it ought to be capable 
of) a complete answer. But, in the mean time, an unsatisfac- 
tory spirit is abroad, the seed of inquiry is already sown, and 
an abundant crop of an unripe and unprofitable nature will be 
gathered, unless the weeds are early—ay, immediately eradi- 
cated. The course at present pursued, tends only to throw a 
shade upon the blossom; but publicity and activity would ripen 
the fruit, and make the efforts of the Deputies of the British 
Jews a hot-bed for the growth of every improvement, of every 
advantageous production. I trust, that as many persons as 
now complain of a torpid state, will attend at the next election, 
and not allow the Deputies to nominate and elect themselves ; 
the absence of electors being neither Just nor complimentary. 
If the Deputies have done well, they deserve our thanks—if 
not, their rejection would show that our commonwealth can 
take measures to insure a partial relief of its wants even from 
the highest, in spite of Phaedrus’ saying— 

’Tis dang’rous for the mean and low, 
Too plain their grievances to show, 


Yours, respectfully, 


Qualifications of m>ma.—C. D. expresses a warm ap- 


proval of— | | | 
“that paternal solicitude for the welfare of the subject, which, spite of 
their faults, characterizes some of the continental governments.” 


He alludes to the prohibition ofthe operation of nb by any but qualified 
persons; which he says, is only a reversion to the practice of “ the last 
and preceding centuries, when not only were the principal medical pro- 
fessors of the civilized world, members of the Jewish persuasion, but pro- 
found Talmudists also, performing this operation as a religious duty, and not 
for lucre.’”? Our correspondent declares a necessity for some such regula- 


tion in this country, where, as he says, the wee cron are doubtless 
very pious men, but not generally qualified for the performance of what is, 
after all, a delicate surgical operation. He says that, considering the occa- 
sional necessity for calling mm professional counsel, it is almost miraculous 
that accidents are not more frequent. He also insists on the danger to the 
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mother, in her then state of exalted mental susceptibility, from the agita- 
tion induced by any want of complete confidence in the safety of her in- 
fant. He traces the effect from her excitement, to the nutriment which 
she supplies; converting it, as he says, ‘from the purest, the blandest 
nourishment, to a poisonous fluid.” C. D.’s proposal is, that the J ewish 
surgeon, who “ has already succeeded in calming the fears of an anxious 
mother, on the most trying of all occasions—ushering ,her offspring into 
light,”’ should also be preferred for the operation of the aby. 


Juvenile Clothing Charities.—The following extracts are 
from a letter, signed J. J. 


The system now universally followed, is to economise the funds at the 
disposal of charitable institutions, so as to make them productive of the 
utmost possible amount of benefit to that class for which they are in- 
tended. Now, Sir, it appears to me, that by these societies that system 
is by no means carried out. By their existing laws, the benefits must, .for 
the most part, be bestowed on children between the ages of 8 and 14; 
with the avowed purpose, as it is well known, of enabling them to seek 
their own livelihood at service. . . . ° And 
here, allow me to observe, that the excellent plan of your valued corres- 
pondent, Mr. Walter Josephs, respecting the production of educational 
certificates, has never been carried out by the respective managers of those 
associations, inasmuch as such certificates are never demanded. | 

Clothing Societies, considered in the abstract, are perhaps the least 
efficient of any of our public charities; it is only by blending them with 
institutions embracing a wider and more exalted scope, that they can be 
rendered of real utility. Would it not therefore be more conducive to 
the cause of charity generally, and greatly enhance the value of clothing 
societies in particular, were the existing disqualification as to the age of 
the candidates altered ?—i. e. let the minimum be four instead of eight years, 
so as to enable the donors, many of whom I am convinced are so disposed, 
to make their selection from amongst the children of our infant schools. 
Opportunities would be afforded to the donors of assuring themselves, by 
visits to the infant schools, that their benefactions had been properly be- 
stowed, and we might then hope for a discontinuance of that indecorous 
practice of parading the poor children from house to house; which I re- 
gret to observe is still persisted in by the 
It is well known, that many poor children are prevented attending our 
schools, in consequence of a want of decent clothing; and the least obser- 
vation will convince any one, that those who do attend, would not be a 
whit the worse for a little better apparel. 


Mr. D. Asher, of Manchester, (Master of the Hebrew 
Association School,) obliges us with a translation, from the 
book Ama paw, of an anecdote concerning Peter the Great, 
king of Aragon, and a learned Jew, which has evidently been 
the basis of Lessing’s tale, of ‘‘ The Three Rings,” given in 
our No. 64. : 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The following are received, and are standing over for want of room.— 
M; on the duties of encouraging Jewish servants.—P. B.S; examining the 
occasion for a “ Jews’ Literary and Scientific Institution.”"—Van Helmont, 
and several others. 

The Lament of Judah cannot be inserted. We have recently been 
obliged to forego some very beautiful verses on the ukase, because of their 
inconvenient length. 

M. W.’s letter is much too good to be lost. Had even our space per- 
mitted it, we should have hesitated to make mere extracts. Can our 
correspondent act on the hint given elsewhere ? 

Natural History objects.—We accept, with thanks, Jae/’s offer of shells, 
&c., for the cabinet of the Jews’ Infant School. The offer ofa flying fish, 
for the projected Scientitic Institution, is a little premature, but we hope 
not much so. ; 

Jael addresses to us some remarks—on the duty of Jewish ladies to 
visit their poorer sisters,—which are exceedingly pertinent and practical ; 
for she cites evidence of the good which has resulted from her own ex- 
perience in that way, among the inhabitants of the worst part of St. Giles’s. 

The Gentile Schools for Jewish Infants.—We have to acknowledge the 
courteous replies of the Revds. H. Highton, of Rugby, and W. Weldon 
Champneys, Rector of Whitechapel. The latter’s explanations have reached 
us too late to enable us to do more than say, that he must have been 
grievously deceived in his conclusions, unless the evidence offered to us be 
wholly factitions. He only does us justice in believing, that we would 
“cheerfully make known a refutation of the charges made against the 
Association in question;” but he is too honest to call that a refutation 


which is the mere negation of one accused. We will revert to the subject 
as soon as possible. 


~ NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Friday 16th Feb. 26th Shebat. Sabbath at 5 o’Clock. 

Sabb. 17 “ 27  coydpy Portion for the Week 
Tues. 20 “* 30 * TIS CIN N 

Wed. 21 Ist of Adar 3 
Sabb. 24 “ ea Portion for the Week ANN 


F. D. Lewis wishes to 


Magazine. 


taken in free of charge. 


OTICE TO ADVERTISERS.—Parties in the 


wishing to insert their Advertisements in the “ Voice of Jaco 
formed, that with a view to facilitate their objects, the Proprietor has q 
F. D. Lewis, British, Foreign, and Colonial Newspaper and Advertise 
3, Castle Court, Birchin Lane, Cornhill, to manage the Advertisement 
all Advertisements are therefore requested to be sent to his Office. 


Jacob,’’ and the Public generally, to the many advantages of his Establi 
Advertisements received for insertion (one copy of which will be sy 
any number of Papers,) in any British, Foreign, or Colonial Ne 


Orders received for the supply of the ** Voice of Jacob,"’ and all othe 
Foreign, and Colonial Newspapers. 

Advertisers are recommended to have the ‘* Guide to the Newspaper Pp 
United Kingdom,” published by F. D. Lewis, by which they can at on 
the standing of the Paper on which they are about to spend their mo 
One Shilling. Showing the Political Character, average Circulation, 
Number of Advertisements, and the Price per quarter of each Publication. 

F. D. Lewis, British, Foreign, and Colonial Newspaper and Advertise 
Office, 3, Castle Court, Birchin Lane, Cornhill, 
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NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 
Jewish Persuasion.—Established, 5580—1819. 

The Committee of Management, respectfully acquaint the friends and subscribers 

to the above Institution, that their 17th Anniversay Ballin aid of the Funds, wij! 


take place on Tuesday, 


27th February next, at Willis’s rooms, King-street, 1. 


James’s, under the superintendence of 
Aron Sotomon. Esq., President, 
Jacos Davis, Ese., Vice-President, 
Josern Lazarus, Esq., Treasurer, 
and the following Gentlemen— 


Messrs. A. Alexander Messrs. M. L. Lawrance 
B. Barnett Henry Lazarus 
Henry H. Cohen Morice Levy 
I. D. Davis Jacob Lyons 
I. P. Davis Henry Moses 
John Davis I, L. Miers 
M. Dyte. P. Phillips 
Henry Dyte B. 8. Phillips 
John Dyte Sampson Samuel 


J. B. Elkin 


John Samme!! 


Michael Emanuel Maurice Solomon 


Isaac Hyam 


John Solomon 


Joshua Joseph 
Tickets, (not transferable) may be obtainedof the above gentlemen, 10s. 6d. each, 


including refreshments. 


S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


42, Great Prescott Street. 


HE FIRST FRUITS OF THE WEST.—A Monthly 


Periodical, to be devoted exclusively to the Jewish religion and literature ; 
published in Jamaica, under the editorship of the Rev. M. N. Nathan, and Lewis 


Ashenheim, M.D., is now 


in course Of publication.—The first number may be ex- 


pected by an early packet. Terms of Subscription, One Guinea per annum. Fur- 


ther particulars may be 


learned, and Prospectuses obtained, from Mr. Samue! 


Solomons, Great Prescot Street, Goodman’s Fields, 


DAY SCHOOL, 4, Bury Street.—The Proprietor 

begs to invite his Friends, and the Public at large, to the Examination of the 
Pupils of this Establishment, to be holden at the School, on Sunday the 18th and 
25th of February, from Ten in the Morning to Four in the Afternoon. 


((OMPORTABLE APARTMENTS for Hebrews at Brigh- 


ton. M.S. Nurenberg, (second Reader at the Brighton Synagogue,) begs to 
inform Hebrews visiting this fashionable watering place, that they can be accom- 
modated with comfortably furnished Apartments, at his residence, No. 47, Preston 
Street, leading from the King’s Road and Esplanade, with an excellent view of the 


Sea.—There is a separate 


and private entrance. 


OTICE —Preparing for the Press: an Essay on the Lord’s 


Festivals, entitled Holy Convocations’’; or proof from 
the Pentateuch in support of the observance of the second days ‘3% 310 £1’ 
Fu?) OW as founded on reason and criticism—the best expounders of Scripture. 


EWISH DINING ROOMS, 17, Cornhill. —Saul Myers, 


@F begs to inform the 


subscribers to his rooms, and gentlemen of the Jewish 


persuasion, that they can be accommodated during the ensuing Passover, 0D eo : 
sonable terms, by giving notice a week previous to its commencement.—A suite 0 
rooms for wedding breakfasts, private parties, &c. 


January, 1844. 


FOREIGN YOUNG LADY (of Jewish persuasion), of 
0 


the highest respectability, is desirous 


a situation, either as Companion 


or Governess ; she speaks English, French, and German, fluently ; she understands 
also, dressmaking and fancy works; and has no objection to the country, OT to 6° 
abroad.—Address, post paid, to A. B. 107, care of F. D. Lewis, British, Fores® 


and Colonial Newspaper and Advertising Agent, 3, Castle Court, Cornhill. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varty, 27, Camomile Street, 


Bishopsgate. Published by B. Sre1Lt, Paternoster Row; and may be 


had of the Printer; 


sellers and Newsmen. 


of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of all Bock: 
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